Radiotherapy for maxillo-facial hemangiomas in children. Dental and periodontal long term effects.
Vascular maxillo-facial malformations, common pathologies in children, represent 7% of all benign tumors. They are divided into vascular malformations and hemangiomas. In the 70s-80s radiotherapy was the most applied technique, but because of its misuse or overdose, it could lead to relevant and hard consequences for the impact on the salivar glands, periodontium and growing maxillo-facial nuclei. The authors describe the case of a 38-year-old man, who, during infancy, was submitted to radiotherapy for a hemangioma to his chin and cheek. He was under observation for an agressive periodontitis, followed by a serious facial asimmetry, located in his irradiated side. They describe the therapy and the results obtained, underlying the particular difficulties detected in operating on tissues hardly and often irreversibly injured by radiotherapy. On the basis of this clinical case and of the most up-dated knowledge, therapeutical alternatives such as embolization, cryotherapy, cortisonic systemic and intralesional therapy, the use of interferon gamma 2 and the use of the most recent laser, are analyzed, and advantages and disadvantages and the most appropriate indications are underlined.